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Yhe confiieh belwean Moslems rec
information reached tha Fere s Minisbry $o- Hoch that a note
tag been sent to the UN SecurT uneil by Coptic leadeva, in an appeal
4o eonsider the fabs of thds Chyistian minority efter the British will heve
cvacuated Egypt. Accordingly, instructions were sant te Abdeal-Razak
al=Sanhuri, who is representing Bgyot &b the Counedl, to ascertain the
nature of this action. : .
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cplie grievances continue to amphasize the inereasing diffieuliies
cocountered by the Soptic community in performence of their normsl fanctions
dn their countiy of srigin. The following adverse conditions are emureranadi

{#) The govermment is discouracing the employment of Copis in
elvil service. Sines 1942 ¢his irend has srednally grown to
wider proportions, affecting tie higher offices. In the
Wafdist (abinet, during ths years 19424 3-hhi, there were
wiways tvo Coplic Ministers, After Makeenm Bbaydts desmislli,
uly one Copd romained. At peesent Selib Sami holds, like
2is predecessor, Szba Bsbashi, the comparatively wnimportant
posh of Binister of Comerce.

{:} There sre w longer Covtic Undavsecrstsries » Adobassadors or
Hinisters, Goveruors, Mudirs or Maswirs. There are fuwer
Copis 1n winor npositlons in obher depervtments.

{(¢) The more important nen-Egyptisn sommereisl enterprises and
“he banke have been advised to ermloy Moslems only. Ho
distinetion is nade batween Egyrtilaus and nop=-Fgrpbiang.

(i} Por new sppointuerts in eivil service the ratio of 1 to 18,
which is the propertion of tie Covtie-ioslen population
in Bgypts is not mafntaired, in soite of the facht that 20
per cent of the Moslems are jlliterate. The number of Copts
trained to hold highly skilled jobs in many types of work
is astimated to acual that of the available ¥oslems for
correspording positions. Ye$ discriminations are wide-
spread. Of 15 ungineers recenily required by the Shell
Company, most of the applicants were Copts, but only fowu
wBre accepled, against 11 Moslems.
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(e) The Copts resent the fact that the Lgyptian Broadeasting
Company regularly expounds the loran each day, denying Ho
then the privilege of interpreting the Bible, although
the expenditur: for naintaining this serviee is borne
by both Copts and Voslems.

To renedy this situaticn a connittee of Coptic leaders was created

some time ago %o defend the basie Coptic rights, Among these is

the privilege to build churches without specific permission from the
Kinistry of the Interior. The Coptic Patriarch, Amba Yusab I1,

has in vain appealed to zl~ighaw Sheilths, to have this ruling abrogated.
As a result, many applieations for permission to erect Coptic churches
ave been ignored,

Although the British sanction appears strictly 4o be confined to
moral supvort of the Cepts, appeals by Coptic individuals who have
been deprived of their richts by the Moslenms conbinue to pour in

at the Dritish Imbassy, indicating that the Copts have never ceased
to repard the British as the ultizate champion of theip cause,

The eritics of this implied Copbic-British alliance, the Iklwan gl
Muslimin in particular, charye that this British policy is caleulated
To precipitate a Copbicel’nslen rift, which will permit, the British

%o intervene in Ligyptian internal affairs,

The caily paper nublished by the Coots has vroved an unreliable
index of their true feclings, largely because of the opportunistic
carcer of Salama lusa, the Coptic writer. 4t the end of 1oL

and in 1945 tusa manifested considerable Triendship for the
Avericans, suddenly espousing a pro-British outlook. Two months
ago he lost the British sunport and ig now nublishing articles
attacking the British and arzing the repudiation of the projected
Sidgi-Bevin treaty, Finally, Salama Musa, who has earned a
reputation for being a leftist writer, has often advoecated communist
prineinles as the only sure usothod of ananeipating the enslaved
peoples,
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